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Response to Amendment 

This Action is responsive to the amendment filed on 1 1/05/2004. 

Claim status 

Claims 1-34 are pending for examination, claims 1 , 4, 12, 16, 24 and 27 have 
been amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 4-6, 16-18 and 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

As to claims 4 (lines 5-6), 16 (lines 1-2) and 27 (lines 5-6), the instant 
specification fails to disclose the structure of claimed data object and it's associated 
types as well as the links between the claimed data object type and separate programs, 
thus the recitation of these claims are deemed to be indistinct. Furthermore, based on 
the remarks/arguments specified in page 11, line 6 of instant amendment, there is a 
quick finger error in claim 16, the word "type" at line 2 should not be deleted. 
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As to claims 5-6, 17-18 and 28, these claims have the same defect as their base 
claims hence are rejected for the same reason. 

Because of the ambiguous nature of instant invention, claims 4-6, 16-18 and 27- 
28 will have no art rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 7-15, 19-26 and 30-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Dorsett, Jr. (U.S. Patent No. 6,658,429). 

As to claims 1,12 and 24, Dorsett '429 discloses a system with 
means/method/computer readable program product for querying data [e.g. col. 2, lines 
39-54, Fig. 1 , Fig. 7], comprising: 

a) a digital library including asset classes [e.g., the unit 100, Fig. 1; col. 4, line 66 
- col. 5, line 38, col. 6, lines 46-59, col. 7, lines 11-17, col. 8, lines 53-63], wherein each 
attribute of the at least one asset classes [e.g., XYDataSet Java class, col. 13, line 42 - 
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col. 15, line 15; Fig. 4 B and associated texts] have an attribute object [e.g., XYDataSet 
objects, col. 6, lines 46-50] comprising an external data object [e.g., a derived object, 
col. 6, lines 50-52, the XDATA, YDATA fields of Fig. 4B] and attribute object type 
identify the type of the attribute object [e.g., a tow-dimensional or time-fixed data set, 
col. 6, lines 55-59, the BLOB data type of XDATA, YDATA fields, Fig. 4B]; 

b) a computer readable medium [e.g., col. 5, lines 16-30] including: 

1 ) providing a definition of at least one asset class having at least one 
attribute, wherein each attribute is defined to have an attributes object type [e.g., the 
XYDataSet Java class; col. 13, lines 42 - col. 14, line 15]; 

2) providing an asset object instances for the attributes in the asset 
classes [e, g. 300, Fig. 3, col. 9, lines 3-17; lines 26-47; col. 13, lines 20-29; the 288 
XYDataSet objects, col. 1 6, lines 1-7]. 

3) providing a query indicating an asset name [e.g., the PPR element 805, 
Fig. 8A], search predicate [e.g., the user query interface unit 800, Fig. 8A], at least one 
attributes operator [e.g., the user query interface units 815, 825, Fig. 8A], and attributes 
value[e.g., the user query interface unit 820, Fig. A], wherein, the attribute operator is 
associated with at least one attribute included in the indicated asset name [e.g., col. 19, 
lines 12-26; Fig(s). 7, 8A - 8B and associated texts]; and 

c) means for processing the query by accessing asset object instances of the 
assert name to determine assert object instances whose attribute object for the attribute 
associated with the attribute operator matches the attribute value and satisfies the 
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search predicate [e.g., the units 110, 130, 160, 170, etc. Fig. 1, col. 3, lines 46-54; col. 
19, lines 12 - col. 20, line 7; Fig. 7, 8A-8B and associated texts]. 

As to claim 13, except the features recited in claim 12, Dorsett further discloses 
that the system comprises a plurality of computer readable devices [e.g., the unit 130, 
140, Fig. 1], wherein the computer readable devices comprises at least one of storage 
devices, memory devices, and transmission media [e.g., Fig. 1, col. 4, line 67 - col. 5, 
line 38]. 

As to claims 2, 14 and 25, except features recited in claims 1,12 and 24, Dorsett 
further discloses that the query comprises attribute operators [e.g., the unit 825, Fig. 
8A], attribute values [e.g., the unit 820, Fig. A] to query asset object instances [e.g. the 
unit 805, Fig. 8A] whose attribute objects matches the attributes values and search 
predicate for each attribute operator [e.g., Fig. 8 and associated texts]. 

As to claims 3, 15 and 26, except features recited in claims 1,12 and 24, Dorsett 
further discloses that each asset object instance includes information on a file location 
of attribute objects providing the attributes for the assert object instance [e.g., the 
position field, of the unit 340, Fig. 3, col. 14, lines 46-60], and wherein the means for 
processing the query to search the attributes object further accesses the attribute object 
at the file location indicated in the asset object instance having the attribute object [e.g., 
e.g., col. 14, lines 46-60, col. 15, lines 1-30]. 
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As to claims 7, 19 and 30, except features recited in claims 1,12 and 24, Dorsett 
further discloses that the system having means [e.g., the server130, Fig. 1] for 
processing the query to search the attribute object for each asset object instance of the 
first asset type performs: 

a) accessing the relationship attribute object [e.g., the database 180, Fig. 1] to 
determine all asset object instances of the second asset type [e.g. the relational tables, 
col. 7, line 7] associated with the asset object instance [e.g., col. 7, lines 11-7; lines 34- 
42]; 

b) for each determined asset object instance, processing the query by 
determining the asset object instances of the second type whose attribute object for the 
attribute of the second asset type associated with the attribute operator matches the 
attribute value and satisfies the search predicate [e.g. col. 7, lines 56-23]. 

As to claims 8, 20 and 31 , except features recited in claims 1,12 and 24, Dorsett 
further discloses that the relationship attribute object comprises a database table, 
wherein a first column in the database table is for unique identifiers of instances of the 
first assert type [e.g., the ID column of the EXPERIMENT table, col. 11, lines 5-9]; and a 
second column in the database table is for unique identifiers of instances of the second 
assert type, wherein a raw in the database table identifies one instance of the first 
assert type identified by the unique identifier in the first column of the raw that is 
associated with one instance of the second assert type identified by the unique identifier 
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in the second column of the row [e.g., the experiment ID column of the KEYWORD table 
, col. 11, lines 10-15]. 

As to claims 9, 21 and 32, except features recited in claims 1,12 and 24, Dorsett 
further discloses that the definition of each attribute of an asset class is implemented in 
an extensible Markup Language (XML) document [e.g., col. 10, lines 23 - 64]. Wherein 
each defined attribute of an asset class comprises a tagged element in the XML 
document and the information for each attribute is embedded in at least one tagged 
attributes of the tagged element for the attribute [e.g., col. 10, lines 30 - 47] 

As to claims 10-11, 22-23, 33-34, except features recited in claims 1, 12 and 24, 
Dorsett further discloses that the system having: 

a) means for generating a graphical user interface accessible to a user with fields 
for receiving user input indicating an asset name, search predicate, at least one 
attributes operator and attribute value, wherein the query is provided through data 
entered by the user into the fields [e.g., the units:160, Fig. 1 ; Fig(s). 8A-9E and 
associated texts]; 

b) means for determining attribute operator associated with the attributes of the 
asset name in responses to receiving a user entered asset name for the query [e.g., the 
server process 140, Fig. 1]; 

c) means for generating a display of a list of the determined attribute operator 
[e.g., the unit 815, 830, Fig. 8A]; 
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d) means for receiving user selection of one of the determined attribute operators 
from the displayed list, wherein the user selected attribute operator is used in the query 
[e.g., the I/O device 190, Fig. 1]. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dorsett, 
Jr. (U.S. Patent No. 6,658,429) in view of Boucher et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,745,368). 

As to claim 29, Dorsett discloses all limitations as recited in claim 24, except he 
did not specifically teach that the system having one attribute being defined for an 
attribute object that comprises at least one multimedia file. 

However, Boucher et al (hereinafter referred as Boucher) discloses a system 
having one attribute being defined for an attribute object that comprises at least one 
multimedia file [e.g., 140B, Fig. 2; col. 6, lines 1-18]. 
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Dorsett and Boucher having common subject matters as data objects storing, 
retrieving and playing system via a dynamic generated interface by Extensible Markup 
Language (XML) programs over Internet protocol. Therefore, with the teachings of 
Dorsett and Boucher in front of him/her, an ordinary skilled artisan at the time the 
invention was made would be motivated to modify Dorsett's system with one attribute 
being defined for an attribute object that comprises at least one multimedia file as taught 
by Boucher, because by doing so, the media being processed will be further upgraded 
to include the multi-media features to provide an end user with multi-media contents for 
navigation. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 1 1/05/2004 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

The examiner disagrees with applicant argument under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, 
Paragraph 2 that claims 4, 16 and 27 have been amended to clear the ambiguity of the 
recitation. In contrary to applicant argument, the examiner points out because the 
instant specification fails to disclose the structure of claimed data object and its 
associated types as well as the links between the claimed data object type and separate 
programs, thus, the examiner maintains the same rejection for these claims. 
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The examiner further disagrees with applicant arguments based on amended 
claims of 1 ,12 and 24 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) rejection that are summarized as 
following: 

1) the prior art of Dorsett (U.S. Patent No. 6,658,429) fails to disclose an asset 
class that defines as having an attribute object comprising an external data object and 
an object type identifying a type of the attribute object. 

2) Nowhere doest the cited Dorsett disclose a query indicating an asset name, 
search predicate, attribute operator and attribute value, where the attribute operator is 
associate with one attribute in the indicated asset name. 

In reply to argument 1 : the examiner points out that Dorsett clearly discloses a 
digital library including asset classes [e.g., the unit 100, Fig. 1; col. 4, line 66 - col. 5, 
line 38, col. 6, lines 46-59, col. 7, lines 11-17, col. 8, lines 53-63], wherein each attribute 
of the at least one asset classes [e.g., XYDataSet Java class, col. 13, line 42 - col. 15, 
line 15; Fig. 4 B and associated texts] have an attribute object [e.g., XYDataSet objects, 
col. 6, lines 46-50] comprising an external data object [e.g., a derived object, col. 6, 
lines 50-52, the XDATA, YDATA fields of Fig. 4B] and attribute object type identify the 
type of the attribute object [e.g., a tow-dimensional or time-fixed data set, col. 6, lines 
55-59; the BLOB data type of XDATA, YDATA fields, Fig. 4B]. 



In reply to argument 2: the examiner further points out that Dorsett clearly 
discloses a query indicating an asset name [e.g., the PPR element 805, Fig. 8A], search 
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predicate [e.g., the user query interface unit 800, Fig. 8A], at least one attributes 
operator [e.g., the user query interface units 815, 825, Fig. 8A], and attributes 
value[e.g., the user query interface unit 820, Fig. A], wherein, the attribute operator is 
associated with at least one attribute included in the indicated asset name [e.g., col. 19, 
lines 12-26; Fig(s). 7, 8A - 8B and associated texts]. 

As to the rest of arguments, applicant rehashes issues already addressed on 
record. Hence, based on the above discussions, the examiner maintains the same type 
of rejection. 

Conclusion 

To expedite the process of re-examination, the examiner requests that all future 
correspondences in regard to overcoming prior art rejections or other issues (e.g. 35 
U.S.C. 112) set forth by the Examiner prior to the office action, that applicant should 
provide and link to the most specific page and line numbers of the disclosure where 
best support is found (see 35 U.S.C. 1 32). 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan Y Chen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4016. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on 571-272-4023. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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